SANDY TOWN COUNCIL

To:  
Mayor and Deputy Mayor of Sandy Town Council


Chairman and Vice-Chairman of Planning, Parks and Open
Spaces Committee


All Members of Planning, Parks and Open Spaces Committee

There will be a Meeting of the Planning, Parks and Open Spaces Committee to be held on Monday 3rd September 2007 in the Council Chamber at 10 Cambridge Road, Sandy, Beds at 7.30pm.

29th August 2007








         S M Foster










   Town Clerk 
AGENDA

1.  Apologies
2.  To Receive Statutory Declarations of Interests from Members 

(a)  Prejudicial interests.

(b)  Personal interests.
3.  Planning applications received for comment by Sandy Town Council










(7.30pm)
(Any plans received for comment by Sandy Town Council will be on display in the Committee Room from 7.15 p.m. onwards and Members are requested to view these prior to this item).
(See List Attached)
4.  Minutes








(7.35pm)

To sign the Minutes of the Meeting of the Planning, Parks and Open Spaces Committee held on Monday 16th July 2007 and as approved/amended and adopted by Full Council Meeting held on Monday 30th July 2007.  (Previously circulated)
5.  Planning or Enforcement Appeals – Notifications from Mid Bedfordshire District Council





(7.38pm)
07/00645/OUT
Mr M McGuiness
c/o D H Barford
Howard House

Church Street

St Neots

PE19 2BU
Full Application for the erection of 2 detached dwellings and garages on land adjacent to 21 High Road, Beeston, Sandy.

STC (Town Council 14.5.07) Objected

MBDC 30.5.07 Refused

Appeal lodged against Refusal by the District Council.

Appeal will be dealt with by the written representation procedure. 

As Sandy Town Council did object to this application their written comments have already been sent.

Committee is requested to ratify and approve the action already taken by the Clerk and

6.  Planning or Enforcement Appeals – Decisions

(7.40pm)
06/01984/FULL
Amber Homes

2 Copper Beech Close

St Ives

Huntingdon

PE27 5YG

Appeal against a refusal to grant planning permission by MBDC on 19th February 2007 at the former agricultural depot site, Sunderland Road, Sandy, SG19 1QY in respect of the demolition of the depot and erection of 7 dwellings with parking for 8 cars.

The appeal was allowed and planning permission granted subject to conditions set out in the Formal Decision.

A copy of the appeal Inspector’s decision is attached.
7.  Verbal report from any local member who attended Development Control Committee on any matters affecting Sandy

(7.45pm)
8.  Developers Contributions


(7.50pm)
To receive and consider Town Clerk’s report.  (Copy attached)
9.  Bedfordshire Highways 5 Year Programme 2008 -2013
(8.05pm)
To receive and consider Town Clerk’s report.  (Copy attached)
10. Walking to School 


(8.20pm)
To receive and consider Town Clerk’s report.  (Copy attached)
11. Town Council Lettings Policy 
(8.30pm)
12.* CCTV in Sandy  

 
(8.45pm)
To receive and consider Town Clerk’s report.  (Copy attached – exempt information, Members only)
13.  Press Release






(9.00pm)
*Exempt information – Public Bodies (Admission to Meetings) Act 1960 and Section (8 &14) of the Local Government (Access to Information Act) 1985.  The Press and Public are given notice that they may be requested to retire during consideration of this item.
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8.  Developers contributions
As Members are aware Mid Beds District Council has recently sent a list of the amounts of developer’s contributions available to Sandy to be spent on open spaces, sports facilities and play areas.  A further letter has been received advising that an outstanding amount of £30,000 owing from the Ivel Park development has been received.  This makes the funds available: £3,696 for sporting facilities, £8,298 for play areas and £67,920 for Open Spaces. There is also £9,560 provision for Open Spaces which has not yet been received.  Consideration needs to be given as to how to spend the funds.
Members will recall that they recently resolved to take over the management of the Bank’s Drive play area but that one of the pedestrian gates needs to be changed to allow access for the Council’s mower.  The Play Officer at Mid Beds DC has indicated that this would be an acceptable use of the money.  The cost will be approximately £1,000.
There are problems with the safety tiles under the play equipment at Sunderland Road Recreation Ground.  They have shrunk over the years and gaps have appeared between the tiles, recently some were removed and had to be replaced illustrating that they have become easy to take up.  These tiles are no longer used by many play equipment manufacturers, being replaced by a wet pour safety surface such as that at Bedford Road Recreation Ground Play area.  Estimates have been received for the replacement of the safety tiles with the new material at a cost of around £10,000.
The Sandy Beat Manager has asked that consideration be given to the possible provision of a teen shelter near the Skatepark at Sunderland Road and in conjunction with that perhaps a purpose built basketball area may be provided.

Other suggestions in the past have been for a trim trail, which could be provided at either Bedford Road or Sunderland Road Recreation Grounds, provision for BMX biking or additional equipment for the Skatepark.
Supporting or Supplementary

-  None
Information Attached





Action Required




-  Committee is requested to instruct as 

whether it would like to pursue any of these areas (or other suggestions)for use of the money.
S M Foster
Town Clerk

16th August 2007
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PLANNING PARKS AND OPEN SPACES COMMITTEE – 3.09.07
9.  Bedfordshire Highways 5 Year Programme 2008 -2013
Bedfordshire Highways is commencing its consultation process into the 5 year programme of capital highway schemes.  Each part of the programme is priority led and based on the County Council’s targets and objectives, the condition of the highway infrastructure and the views of local people. 
At this stage they want to capture thoughts on the schemes parishes believe are important for their community.  These will then be priced, prioritised using appropriate criteria for the type of the scheme and provisionally programmed depending on the budgets allocated to each type of scheme.  The prioritisation mechanisms and budgets will be explained as part of the second stage consultation and will also be open to comment and review.

Attached is an extract of last year’s programme, showing all the schemes identified within the parish. Please note that each scheme is aligned to at least one objective and this year the contribution a scheme makes to each objective will be shown in percentage terms to give greater understanding of their effectiveness. 

Also attached is a proforma for use to suggest schemes for consideration and to identify any other requests that the Highways Department are not aware of. It is requested that the forms are returned by 7 September 2007 so that they can be assessed by the relevant work group. 

Forms may be submitted for any type of Highways work, however the 5 year programme process will only review those with an estimated value of over £10,000 since this is deemed a capital improvement. Any scheme of lower value will be passed to the area teams so that they can be dealt with more locally, financed from their area maintenance funds, outside of this programme. This also includes any Traffic Regulation Order schemes which should be suggested through the normal process. 

Not all schemes will meet the necessary criteria and some may be rejected (reasons will be given). Other schemes may be eligible but due to funding may be placed outside the current 5 year programme. Unfortunately budgets are limited and not everything can be done, however this process will identify those schemes which are most important for the County as a whole together with any necessary realignment of budgets.

There will be an opportunity to review the first draft of the programme between November and January by means of a number of Road Shows, Open Evenings or meetings. Comments on programme dates, sensitivities and risks would be welcome. 
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9.  Bedfordshire Highways 5 Year Programme 2008 -2013  (cont)

Supporting or Supplementary


Programme and proforma.
Information Attached




Action Required





- Committee is requested to
suggest schemes for consideration for inclusion in the programme.
S M Foster
Town Clerk
17th August 2007
SANDY TOWN COUNCIL

PLANNING PARKS AND OPEN SPACES COMMITTEE – 03.9.07
10. Walking to School
Members may be interested to read the attached article on an initiative at a school in Norfolk.  The scheme, aiming to encourage pupils to walk or cycle to school, has proved to be very successful.

Sandy with its four lower schools and the middle school spread through the town would appear to be ideally placed for such a scheme.  The traffic congestion around the town and especially in the town centre is significantly worse during school term times, if children could be encouraged to walk it would improve this situation as well as providing health benefits.
If Members wished the Town Council  could take the initiative in trying to facilitate such a scheme with the four lower schools and the middle school in the town, perhaps with input from the County Council “safer routes to schools” initiative.
Supporting or supplementary

- Copy of article
information attached



   

Action required

- Committee is requested to instruct 







as to any action it would like to take
S M Foster

Town Clerk
17 August 2007
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11. Town Council Lettings Policy 

Members will be aware that the grant funding obtained towards the cost of the new pavilion is subject to a number of conditions.  One is that the Town Council supply a copy of its letting policy and application form for the facility.  At present there are no such documents.
The accompanying draft is specific to the new pavilion but could form the basis of a policy for the Council Chamber and Committee Room hire as well.  Members should note in particular, section 13 and decide whether or not they should allow any consumption of alcohol on the premises.
Supporting or supplementary

- Copy of draft lettings policy, conditions
information attached



   of use and application form.
Action required

- Committee is requested to review 







the documentation and recommend its 







adoption.
S M Foster

Town Clerk

28 August 2007
SANDY TOWN COUNCIL
DETAILS OF PLANNING APPLICATIONS RECEIVED FROM MID BEDS DISTRICT COUNCIL

	DATE/REF
	APPLICANT
	DETAILS OF DEVELOPMENT
	TOWN COUNCIL COMMENTS
	MID BEDS NOTIFIED
	MID BEDS DECISION

	15.8.07

86/07


	07/01294/FULL

Mr & Mrs P Hipgrave

28 Fieldfare

SANDY

SG19  2UZ
	Full application for the erection of a single storey rear extension and to reinstate garage at 28 Fieldfare, Sandy, Beds.

Near neighbours 26 and 30 Fieldfare, Sandy notified
	
	P P & O S

3.9.07


	

	28.8.07

87/07


	07/01450/FULL

Ms J A Sutcliffe

17 Park Road

SANDY

SG19 1JB
	Full application for the erection of a single storey rear extension at 17 Park Road, Sandy, Beds.
	
	P P & O S

3.9.07
	

	
	
	
	
	
	

	
	
	
	
	
	


9

